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Planning Process
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Prepare to Plan
* Write a preparation plan

Conduct Scoping
* Provide a minimum 30-day
comment period on issues and
planning criteria
* Document results in a
scoping report

Analyze the
Management Situation
* Document results in an
analysis of the management
situation (AMS)

Prepare a Draft RMP
(Amendment)/Draft EIS

Prepare a Proposed RMP
(Amendment)/Final EIS

Prepare Record of Decision/Approved RMP

(Amendment)

Figure 1.—EIS-level planning efforts: Required steps for new plans, r

NOTES

1) The chart shows
minimum planning
requirements according to
law, regulation, or BLM
policy. BLM managers
can go beyond these
requirements as needed or
desired.

2) Boxes around steps
indicate required
documents.

3) Inventory of resource
extent and condition should
occur as needed, but is
most useful prior to the
analysis of the
management situation.

Abbreviations:

EIS ~ Environmental
Impact Statement
NOI ~ Notice of Intent
NOA ~ Notice of
Availability

RMP ~ Resource
Management Plan

' BLM must publish a notice in

the Federal Register.

? States can negotiate a shorter

review period with the Governor.
If changes are significant, issue a

notice of significant change and

provide a 30-day comment period.




Scoping Summary
Scoping public comment period open 64
days ending March 30

Received 24,200 emails at close of
comment period

20,523 were form letter emails in six
categories

52 hard copy letters submitted




Comments

Comments ranged from;

 “A new NEPA assessment is not required per court
decision”

« “BLM must respect existing leases and cannof
lawfully analyze an alternative that alters valid
existing rights”

« “Oill and gas leases on top of the plateau are
distinct and should be considered separate from
the leases at the base of the plateau”



Comments (cont)

« “Cancelling all or a portion of the leases will allow
BLM to implement a phased leasing approach”

« “Conservation groups urge BLM to analyze a range
of action alternatives, described in detail including
a Conservation Alternative, Alternative Based on
2005 Community Alternative”, Phased Leasing
Alternative, Resource Protection-Focused
Alternative, No-Action Alternative”



Opportunities for NWRAC

Involvement

Advise on;

« sideboards for alternative development (i.e. carry
forward previous grazing, tfravel mgt decisions, etc
that are not scoping issues)

« scope of analysis (i.e. gathering new resource data
vs use of existing data)

« use and role of Cooperating Agencies
« preliminary alternative concepts



